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was two-years old, 9 him and a fiſier to the! 


4 - leven. years of age.-ya ang Ba et began — 


n more — x64 : 


ſwelled, and fh Id | 
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the hardeſt taſt-work he could Li 
moſt money was to be 8 


8 3 | „ 
Her ſow was now . about eighteen. He , was 
walthy, and ſtrong z and affured his mother, that 
while he was able to work for her, he ſhould be 
obliged to nobody. He took a little cottage 
therefore on the, edge of the foreſt; carried her 


to it; and got into the ſervice of a farmer in the 
neighbourhood, as à day labouter. His wörher 


lived nine years after this; durgng which time 
he maintained her with great. cheerfulneſs, and 


kindneſs; nor hed ſhe eycr affiſtande from any 
other perſon... He denied himſelf every lutle in- 


dulgence, which young fellows of that age often 


take, that he might maintam his mother. We 


do not often. ſee ſuch an inſtance of -goodneſs 


in a poor lad It marked his character as ſome- 
thing uncommon. He might, if he had pleaſed, 


have had her maintained by the pariſh, 
About the time of his mother's death he thought 


her to his cattage. 
cf bad always lived; and with the ſame nations 
O 

inte al band's 
gained, ſhe put. to the belt uſe. 
the ropes 
We co ; 


mpaſjed many thi 


his induſtry increaſed with it. He, now never 
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of marrying. At a little diſtance: from him, un- 

der the hill, lived a labourer of the name of "i 

Brooks. His daughter Joanna, was the perſon, * 8 
whom Baker fixed on tor a wife; and no ob-. © 
_ jcRion, being made, he married her, and brought _ 
| Joanna had lived under a 
careful mother, juſt in the way in which he him- 


induſtry and frugality. She entered therefore | 3 
ker huſband's : What he 

| Ng: be e both pulled 

be uſed to ſay, by the Jawe end- and ſo 
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=; might never be idle, he took,” at A ſmall rent, of 
Mrs. John Burrard gf Lymington, a piece of 
rough ground, about nine or ten acres, on which 


he might employ his leiſure. Many a time he 
was ſeen working in it before ſun-riſe; and if 


"his day's work had not been hard, in an evening 
. by on ght. In a few years he made it worth 
much” more, than when he took it; and he 
__ found it of great uſe to his family in furniſhing © 
him ſometimes With a crop of . potatget—or 4 
little corn or a few loads of hay; which enabled 
him to keep two or three cows, and as many 


foreſt colts—Some. years after, his good land- lady 


died; and this piece of land fell into the hands 
of Mr. Brailsfield of Kentiſh*town ;* who finding 


it was tenanted by 4 man, who had taken o 
much | pains to "improve it, promiſed neither to 
raiſe his rent, nor to take it from him; which 


I mention to his honouk. — Thus a kind provi- 


dence bleſſed all Baker's deſigns ; aud he was 
* richer, than many a man who was born to 


thouſands. There are few men, who may not 


© hve comfortably, if they live according o their 

© Flatien: and if they de not, the higheſt ſtations 
will not ſecure them from difficulties. I have 
_ often heard” Baker fay, that he never knew what 
want was: bur then he never relaxed his uſual. 


frugalit7. When wheat was dear, to make all 


ends meet, he lived on barley; and when he. 


could not with convenience compaſs a buſhel of 


malt, he contented himſelf with milk or water. 


He had now five children; who were a tonſtant 


e had been Kind to his 


claim upon his Triduſtry, and frugality. B 
he had other claims. 5 | 1 
Aiſter,” though her behaviour did not entirely pleaſe 


him: and he was now called upon from a quarter, 
he did not expect. His wie's father, grown 


7 old, 


<< 
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money. 
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old, applied to him for aſſiſtance- Of this may 
he never had a high opinion; but for his mot her- 
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in-law. he had always the greateſt- eſteem. She | 
was as good a woman, he uſed to ſay, as bis wife ; 
and he could not ſay more for. any woman on earth. 
However, though he could not pretend, with 
the 'incumbrance of ſo-large a family, to main 
tain them entirely, he agreed with the overicers 
of the pariſh, that if they would pay them a 
ſhilling a weck, he would do the, reſt. Accord- 


_ ingly he built them a little cottage 3 and was as 
| kind to them 45 he could. Soon after, on the 


old man” death, he took his mother-in-law into 


- 


the houſe, and kept her till ſhe died ; though ſhe | 


bknd'many years. "= þ * i 74 
About the, timg that his children were pretty 
well grown up, a' fortunate. circumſtance hap- 


lived till the was upwards of ninety; and was 


pened. He received a legacy of ſeventy pounds, 


and a clock. This money. came very happily o 
ſettle ſome of, his children. They bad it all, he 
faid, among them: be never bad a belly full of meat, 
ont fit himſelf. The clock alone he kept. A 


clock was the only piece of furniture he ever 


coveted ;- and he always intended, if it ſhould be 
in his power, to have purchaſed one: though ir 
is pro able, if a clock had not been thus thrown 
in his way, he would always haye found ſome - 


thing more uſeful for the employment of his 


2 
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Nor was he kind only. to his relations, as he 
got forward in the world, he was very friendly 
among his neighbours; and lent many a littſe 
ſum to aſſiſt them ig their diſtteſſes. But as he 
was a very ſhrewd, intelligent man, he lent only 
where he faw his money couldhe of üſe; to the 
ſpendthrift he would lend notfling: nor to any 
717.7... ˙ ends og) man, 
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20 who b ug sd an ale: hdulſe, 85 e 
was he i thele loans, that 19 he helps 


many a man out of a difficulty, I have heard 
dim fay, he never loſt a farthing % lending mo- 
ney in his life. Often 22 by received the 
worth pf what he lent, in a ſutſe corn, 2 Pigs - * 
or a calf, or ſomething. that was more convenient 
for the borrower. to pay him with, than gong 

was now advancing 7p years, and his 
good Joanna began to 4 the les ok 7 
more than be did. Her ailment T4 3 
decay of nature; but ſhe was ſo entire 1. * YI 
ened, that ſue could do nothing ſor herſe 
bulband hired a woman. into the houſe to 1 
het near ſeven 2 in which ſhe Ae 
in this helpleſs ſtat hn 4 he could do, 
- he did for a woman faid, bad been 
- Kinder to every. body th; 

1776 the tied; and left him greatly afflicted for 
"the lofs of a faithful friend, ML had followed 
_ cloſe. by his fide, through all his ute life, 
for the ſpace of forty years, 1 have ſeen hi 
ſpeak of ber with tears in his eyes, and | agitation 


in all he ſaid, at the age of cighty. 


He had now the World. in a manner, to be- 


Sin again, His children were all married or diſ- 


Perled: and he had eh with hirn, Na. whoſe 
arm he pete lean, in deſcending the h He 
rhought the wiſeſt thing he could do, 2 to 


. draw bis little matters into az ſmall a compaſs 
as he could; and rid himſelf, as much as poſ- 


ſible, of the cares of the world. Accordingly 


he. ſold his COWS, : and horſes, and a little tene- 


ment or two, Which he had purchaſed, an 
brought one N and * pounds to a friend | 
to put to ſome Far as I cannat now, ſaid he, 


it, 
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an e In che year © 
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ity work for 'me. His friend made him under- 
ſtand, as well as he could, what was meant by 
"the funds; and adviſed him to put his monty 
into conſolidated annuities fof n Years 
from Jandary 1180.7 As rhis ttanſaction was 
in the year 1 when the funds were low, be 
was made to underſtand, that the intefeſt would 
be conſiderable (about eight pounds a year}: but 
that the whole word be to, of - 3 ye | 
_ twenty-ſix years. However, as he did not look 
bor wand to that time, he took his friend's advice. 
Beſides this property, he had two or: three, other © || 


little ſums pur out to intereſt. in private hands ; 

| anda little tenement which he reſerved for him- 
>}, - © ff to live in; with two or three patches of 
| ground, which lay near him, and, ſerved to em- 


8 had a good opinion of the charitable ſoci 
| ties, AN they are called, in e 
E rifhes. around him; but he thought them uſeful 
_ chiefly to thoſe who could not depend upon 
_ themfelves. If young fellows could depend gn 
_ themſelves, and. lay the ſame money by, without 
breaking into it, he thought it might generally 
be more uſeful to, them. Four-pence_ a week - 
would aniount to near a pound in the year.” At 
| harveſt ſome little matter might be added to it. 
And if this practice were begun early in life, 
in a few years, it might amount to a comfortable 
ſupport in ſickneſs or old age. Put few young 
fellowsr, he faid, looked forward to thoſe line. 
They never tbought of more, than of living from band. 
to mouth. | ; 1 . I 
His manner now of ſpending his time, was 
ſomewhat different from what it uſed to be. Be 
worked only 4 little. every morning, in his 
Stounds ; ot in r or in procùring oF 
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le reſt of his time he ſpent in reading and in 
bad his time much to himſelſ—and ſpent a great 


.. part of it in reading the bible, which was the 
only book he did read. He had the uſe of his 


_ eyes to the laſt; and generally, though by him- 


ſelf, read gut; which he thought made the more 


uimpreſfion on his memory. Oftener than once, 


as I have approached bis lonely . cottage, I have 
thought 1 heard voices: but when J entered, the 
old man Was fitting alone, with his bible before 


bim. He had as ſtrong natural parts, as I al- 


moſt ever met with; and ecafily underſtood, 
not only the general meaning, and intention of 
tte goſpel; but many of the more difficult paſ- 
> fages in it. What our Saviour ſaid, he thought, 
Was very caſy; and much of what St. Paul 
fſaid. And he told me, he had a very good 
book of payers, in his phraſe, for all intents and 
| es. | % RS gar 
As he grew more, apd more infirm, his 
friends thought it comfortleſs for him to live en · 


mer by himſelf; and endeavoured to perſuade 


him to get ſome good old woman to live with 


Him; | who might take care. of his houſe, and 


_ Iikewiſe of him, if any thing ſhould ail him. 
* Are,” faid he; if 1 could get ſome good. old woman - 
but 'where is ſbe to be found © He had tried the ex- 
* periment he ſaid ; but had no encouragement 
to try it agaifl. People would not, he added, 
-Tive now as. he lived. Perhaps he had bad luck 
in his choice; but he found, that a woman 


| now would ſpend as much in junketing in one 


day, as would ſerve him for two. Then, he 
Kid, ' there was ſuch conſtant gofſiping, and 


= © noilc in the houſe, that he could never have his 
die at his own diſpolal. In ſhort, he was ob- 


liged 


= _ devotion. He had now. gotten above the world— | 


28 4 


13 r 5 
| Vged' to live as they choſe, not as he choſe © 
: himſelf. -- Then 'fetching a deep figh, he world 
fay, His. good Joanna bad ſpoiled" him for living 
with any eber woman. OO ' 
It was then propoſed to him to live with one 
of his daughters, who was married in the neigh- 
+ bourhood,—He had thought of that, he ſad” 
but an old man was always giving offence to one, 
odr another. and one or another was alyays 
* giving offence to him. Beſides, be faid, his 
x daughter had ' ſeveral / children; and ſo mich 
noiſe did not ſuit his quiet way of living. Hz 
could now, at his own eaſe, follow his own in- 
- elinatipn. In ſhort, it appeared, that while he 
lived, he wiſhed to live entirely to himſelf ; and 
| N that it was bery indifferent to him, when, and 
where, and how he died. Os $073 
The deſtitute condition however in which be 
lived, laid him open to the depredations of a diſ- 
noneſt neighbourhood; Many little thefts, when 
he was watched out of his houſe; were commit- 
ted. Am other things his pewter flagon 
- was ſtolen: ' It hung over his dreſſer, and con- 
taineq his little ſecurities, and promiſſory notes. 
He had however, with his uſual ſfagacity placed 
his money in ſuch ſafe hands, that he had on this 
occaſion no loſs. | . 
But among the petty thefts Which were com 
mitted in his houſe, was 3 robbery of -a verx 
ſerious. nature. On the day before Lymington - 
fair the old man had received ſome intereſt mo- 
ney (about five guineas) to purchaſe a few ne- 
| _  celfaries. This being probably known, two men, 
at midnight, broke into his houſe. His faſtenipg 
| indeed was only ſuch as a good ſhake might eafily. 
_ diſlodge: They ſoon entered; and one of them 
preſſing a bolſter over his face, pinned him down 
1044 E with 
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with his knee; while the other ſoughit for the 


money, Which Was preſemly found. I heard 
\.. Kim ſpeak of the tranſaQtion the next day; and 


bis behaviour raiſed, him in my opinion. He 


poke wil che caution. of an honeſt. may- The 


thieves: bad a dark lantern, be ſaid, with them ; 


and he thought he could ſwear 10 one of them; 
- but. he durſt not venture it, where a man's life, 


— 


and character were concerne. 


From ſeveral circumſtances. however it became 


more probable, that the man, whom Baket ſuſ- 


pected, was guilty. And indeed he himſelf ſoon 


3h aſter confirmed the ſuſpicion : for. as the neigh · 


bours began more to talk of the thing, and to 


lay facts together, he thought it prudeni to leave 


the country.— Indeed if wicked men would only 
conſider beforehand the many cireumſtances that 


of providing againſt chem all, they wouls be more 
cautious, on the meer principles of prudence, 


in committing any deſperate wickedneſs. One 


circumſtance; which tended to fix the ſuſpicion 
of the fact on this man, was, that a child acci- 


in his houſe the day after the robbery. Baker 


had loſt a cut cheeſe; and it was well known 
the man had no cheeſe in his houſe before. The 
other perſon too was fuſpeAed : but if either 


8 of them had heen taken up, it would moſt pro- 
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be depended on- And indeed it is probable, 


that both would have been diſcovered, had it not 
been for the old man's ſcrupieg@—l. mention all 
theſe circumſtances to fhew, that, in fact, it 


requires more care, and caution, to commit a 


3 . wicked action, than moſt men poſſeſs. * 
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lead to a diſcoyery 3 and the almoſt impoſſibility | 


„ .dentally. mentioned having ſeen a cut | cheeſe 


babiy, have -dilcovered: both: tor a knave cannot 
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deed leſs difficult to de induſtrious, and by that 
means make a wicked action unnecefiry....: .; 
_ Notwithſtanding however the old man wag. 
thus ſo frequent! 2 by wicked people, 
he ſtill continued to Ive alone. As to anytur- 
ther | loſſes, he had one way, he ſaid, ot pre- 
venting them; and that was to keep nothing 
about him, that was worth ſtealing. He faſt” 
ened therefore the old bolt upon his door; and 
went to ſleep in his lonely cottage as quictly, as 
if he had been in a caſtle. $174 pdf N. 
Though he had now enough before him, he 
continued ſtill to live with his uſual frugaſity. 
Many bf his neighbours thought he might tave 
indulged his age a litile more, as he had the 
means to do it ; and as they themſelves probably 
would have done in the ſame circumſtances ; by 
which they might have ſpent all they had laid 
up kor their old age, not knowing how long 
God might have lengthened out their lives. He 
lived however as he had been accuſtomed to live, 
in the beſt of his days; for in many parts of his 
life he had been put to his ſhifts. He had always 
good cheeſe in his houſe, and good. bread, which © 
was his common food. He uſed to brew alſo 
now and then a buſhel of malt; fo that he was. 
ſeldom without a little caſk of beer. His gar- 


was the only plant he reared : and every year 
he bought at Lymington fair, a fide of bacon; a 
bit of which he would, now and then, put inty _ 
his pot. with a cabbage. Freſh meat he never 
taſted; nor were butter, and tea, among his 
neceffaries.. On this proviſion he never. had a 
day's ſickneſs; and even at thoſe times, When 
his food was leſs novriſbing, he was able to do 
1 | cyery 
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every thing, to which the ſtrength of man is 
= <qual.—W hat can the art of cookery do more? 

” ÞD. He was now near eighty 3 His limbs began to 
fail; and he was ſubjec to rheumatic, pains, 
Which ſeized his right leg; and made exer- 

eiſe very troubleſome” to him. Notwithſtanding 
however this infirmity, and his living a mile 
from the church, he rarely miſſed taking a painful 
walk to it every ſunday. The weather muſt : 
have been very bad to preyent him. And tho!“ (- 
he was now become very deaf, he did not think _ ” 
even that a reaſon for keeping from church— 
What an example did he ſet to thoſe, who, tho” : I's 
m perfeQ health, inſtead of making the ſabbath 

a day for obtaining inſtruction, and begging God's 
. bleſſing on the week; profane it by making it a 
day of paſtime, and often a day of drinking, 

and other wickedneſs.—He was conſtant alſo at | f 
the ſacrament 3 which he always eſteemed a 

part of his duty. "7 N 
He was confined to his houſe about fix werks 
before he mm His ilineſs was a mere decay 

of nature. His legs ſwelled; and his conſtitu- 
tion was broken vp. He now ſubmitted to have 
- omebody live, in his cottage” with him. He | 
was preſſed to fend for a phyſician, as he bag | 
| the means to pay bim: but he was reſolute 
ga ggainſt it. / you could find me a doctor, fig he, / 
ui uud tell me at once, I can do you good—or | 
I cant de you good, I would ' fend for bim? but 15 
ce, why ſhould 1 fend for a man to be paid for 1 


* — —— 
* . 


gromg me pſec , when J cannot take wifluals ? 
In mort, he knew he was dying, and wiſhed to 
die with as little moleſtation as he coul. 
Hie kept his bed about three days; and was 
ſenſible to the laſt; He was in conſiderable 
pain; but he bore it with that firmneſs, and 
r 9 N TO Le! £:N VL manlineſs, 
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1 13 J 
manlineſs, with which he had ſupported all tbe 
hard duties of a conſtant life of induſtry. He 0 


died on the 15th day of May, 17913 and defied 

that the 51ſt pſalm might be ſung before his 
corps, as be was carried through the church 
poard to his grave. The thought was new; and ' 

the decency, and propriety of it had a good 


C — oO” CO RO 
* 22 


effect. alerts Kg, 
On his death his effects amounted to about 
© four, hundred pounds. That a man, in the 


loweſt ſtation with a conſtant attention to money, 
r ſhould in the courſe of a long life, raiſe that 
; [® ſum or greater, is not wonderful: but that a 
man in the loweſt ſtation, ſhould leave ſuch a 
5 ſum behind him, after diſcharging all the offices 
| of life with uprightneſs, and. propriety,. is ſuch- 
7 an example of an independent ſpirit, and of the _ 
force of induſtry, and frugality, as deſerves to 
de recorded for the benefit of others, — The fol- 
lowing . inſcription ſtands over his grave in 


Boldrechurch yard. * 
1 5 r 5 
Reſts from his labour 3 
5 William Bakerz  _ VER. 
| ; Whoſe induſtry, and frugality, f | 
« Whoſe honeſly, and piety, % f | 
Were long an example * | 
Io this pariſh. _ 1 
He was born in 111 1 
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' © faithful bver a few things ; I will nate thee ruler 
deer many thinft. Enter tht into the joy of thy 
— "IT Lord. Mat. ATV: 33. 113 1 4 3 : 


_ 


. mankind, poor and rich, are equally able to 
eaſe God. The loweſt may be as acceptable 
| his maker's fight as the higheſt : nor are any 

E mans ſervices fo mean, as to be overlooked 8 
.- His, great maſter. Before chriſtianity indeed, 
men were apt to think; . that ſuch only as had 


the powerful” means of doing good; could' d- 


Vis the favour of God—and that low people 

:. could do little'to pleaſe him. But the goſpel in- 
forms us, that God does not regard the achion 
without tbe beart, from which the action pro- 
-  -+cccds; and that the willing mind, tho' unaccom- 
3 8 by the action, is as pleafmg in God's 

Kit, as the den gef. So that, you ſee, the 


- proper ſtation, ' as to the lord, and not unto man 
placed us in our ſeveral ſtations, and the loweſt 


is applied; Well done, good and faithful ſervant : 
_ "thou haſt been faithful over. a few things; I will 
make thee "ruler over many things. Enter thou into 
\ the yoy of thy Lord. ve 3 
But now my brethren, among the duties of 
our ſeveral ſtations, there are ſome, which 
equally belong both to rich, and poor; and there 
ate ſome, which belong to one ſtation rather 
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Meldime, good, and faithful ſervant : thou baſt been 


is the Happineſs of our religion, that all 


"gich and the pobt are all equally in God's fa- 
wur. Let each of us only do his duty in his 


chat is, with à deſire to pleaſe God, Who has 


of us ſhall be amongſt thoſe, to whom the text 


than 


enabled him to be ſo. But 


/ 
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chan the! . Let weexplain my meaning 
Among the a which belong! to both, may 


be — thoſe duties, which we owe to God 
love, truth, teverence, prayer. Such alſo are 
the duties of feading, and meditating on ſerip- 
ture —of obſerving the ſabbath—of faith in our 
Redeemer—of attending the Lord's 1 


Such alſo are humility honeſty a defire to ſerve 


our neighbour, as far as we 'can—<the care of 


our families —and other. duties; that might be 


mentioned. All theſe are equally. required from 
the poor and rich; becauſe ihe nn per- 
torm them. as well as the rich. 


But there are other duties which are net tbur 
equally. required. - As the rich man abounds in 


me things of this worlds it is required of him 
to be generous, and charitable; becauſe God hath 
as the poor man cannot 
de generous and aharitable, like the rich man 3 
it is Nee of himto mee way 
fruga 


the duties of induftry,-- and frugality the ſubjeRt 
of my diſcourſe. I mention them together, be- 
ao they muſt always keep company, to- be of 
any uſe. Frugality can do little without induſ- 
erye and induſtry as liule without -fruge*ity. I 


ſnall give yon the chief reafons, which eus 


incline you to de practice of theſe duties. - 


In the firſt place, I would have you conſider 2 


what the ſcripture ſays on this fubje&@. It _is 


oſten touched upon: but one of the moſt re- 


markable paſſages, is that of St. Paul to the 


Theſſalonians. When be ae with yen, this mw _? 
commanded you, #bat if "any cus ht aut, neither -  * 


Jon be cat: for we bear there are ſome among 


On the preſent occafion therefore 1 mall make : 


\ 
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= you; which walk diferderly ;* working not at al, 
* Mow ſuch-wecommand, and exthirt by dur Lord, Feſus 
Chrift, that with guietneſi they work, and eat their 
own. bread. Now this command that we ſhould 


- F 


reaſons. that nobody has a right to eat che bread 
© of mthers, if he is able to procure his own. In 
. - fome- caſes, no doubt the pariſh allowance is a 


taken off, while the children ate yet young—or 


neſs—or- when a family. is uncommonly large. 


\* - the; pariſh ſor relief, without any neceſſity of 
this kind . Theſe ate people who either want 
mary in providing for their families or - fru- 


gal, in not making the beſt uſe of what they 
| pend what they have, in good eating; or in 
conſider, how. dite ly they break a. ſcripture 
and by becoming chargeable without neceſſity... 


ture command-may have ſufficient weight. How- 
_ ever, | mall endeavour to ſhew you more at 
large, on what reaſons this ſcripture command is 
N founded. TEES 5 75 N 


* 


children decently clothed—to. give them what 
little education you can to have them taught to 
read; Which may be a comfort to them during 
their Ives —to have them taught to ſpin, and 
work, which may give them carly habits of di- 
ligence. But all .this cannot be done without 
F „ W - 4%». 45, Zpnobe 
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4̃l ft our dun brad, is plainly founded on this 


neceſſary relief as when the: father of a family is 
when a family perhaps is greatly viſied by fick- 
But how many are there who ſhamefully run to 


vide. They: frequent the ale-houſe 3 ar they 
other things, which. are not neceſſary... Let them 
command, by: eating otber men's bread for nought ; 


tte may be hoped; that with. chriſtians a ſcrip- 


In the firſt-place, how defirable. is it to ſce 
' your. little; habitations as clean, neat, and well 
urniſhed as any of your - neighbours—to fee your 


3 


« _ qreat induſtry, and frugality/in the parent. You 


have a choice therefore before yon, whether it 
is better to do all this—at leaſt to do it in the 
beſt manner you can—or to idle away your 
time; or ſpend your money in drinking at ale- 
Houſes? How often are the childten of idle 


parents ſent to poor-houſes, where their father's , 


fins are viſued upon them in all the 'wretched- _ 


neſs, miſery and neglect, which the poor little 


_ ſufferers are too often obliged to undergo; | Much 


have thoſe parents to anſwer for! I have my- 

ſelf heard ſorde of theſe idle parents allege, that, 
as they made their money themſelves, 1 had 
a right fo ſpend it as they pleaſed. To tell 


ſuuch people, that no man has a farther right to : 


any thing, which God has given him, than to 


make a proper uſe of it, would be to little pur- 


poſe, yet ſurety they muſt ſee the force of this, 
_ that if they marry, and have families, their fa- 


milies ſhould” be confidered as a part of them- 


ſelves; and have ſurely a right not only to their 
maintenance; hut to the beſt inſtruction, and 
care, their parents can beſtow. Who is the pro- 


per perſon to take care of the children, but the 


& # 


parent? ö den eu BY 
I would have you to conſider farther, that induf- 


try, and frugality are virtues, which have a par- 


out of the way of 


ticular tendency to keep you 
temptation, and wil. | 
is lewdneſs, and drunkenneſs, and prophaneneſs, 
and ſabbath breaking, and curſing, and fwearings 
and all other wickedneſs beſt taught ? Its beſt 
ſchool, I believe, is the ale-houſe. The devil 


tempts you to be idle firſt, and to love drink: 


Where, think you, 


' 


* 


then all wickedneſs follows naturally. He can» 


not fo eaſily get hold of a frugal, induſtrious 
man. The .jnduſtrious man is otherwiſe em- 
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|  plofed.\. Wben the day's labout is over, he 


. wiſhes. for the night's reſt. - Between both, lic 

has hardly time to be wicked. I believe, if you 

would look tound your acquaintances, you will 

fich the moſt induſtrious, and the moſt frugal 

de to be ate te beſt. 

{ ſider farther, that induſtry, and frugalrty 
niſe your characters inthe pariſh » and give 


- yourſelves of more conſequence than you reall 
are. You are often ready +0 take offence, whek 
Jou hear any little: ſtory told of you, which you 
think you do not deſerve ; tho? probably the ſtory 


Jo + very true. All this however ſhews you 8 
wih to preſerve your characters. But you take 


the wrong way. at is not belicving yourſelves 
of +confſequence'; or deſiring to ſtop, people's 
mouths, that will give you credit with your neigh- 


Hours. Leave your neighbours. to talk as they 
will > and do you act as 9 ovght * and you need 


nſcquence. - Von are often (inclined to think 


take no farther care about your character. Ho- 


neſty, induſtry, and freg2lity will give character, 


and conſequemce to the loweſt among you. He 
| who ſupports himſelf by his own labour, is equal 


to any body. The richeſt man in the country 

is not more independent. While his idle neigh- 
bour, abject and baſe - minded, is pitifully going 
about begging relief of a pariſh officer; be feels 


his don conſequence, aud is beholden only to 
his heayenly Maſter: he wants no aſſiſtance, but 


_ God's:blefing, and the uſe of his limbs. 
_ Lally, 1 ſhoold wiſh you to conſider, that 


' - Induſtry, and frugality are the belt means of mak- 


ing vou ber. I might fay this with'regard to 


the ne world (for all virtues are generally more 
or lels linked together) but I am ſpeaking now 


only aß iht bappinels of this life. With what | 


. 


furs may a poot man lock round m. aud * 


fee 2ll his family out in the world, and by the 
dteffing of God, doing well 8 precepts, 
and 3 and Kioaſelf with 

ter ſtill before him, if God ſhould lengthen, out 
his time a little longer? There are-many caſes, 


me littte mat · 


nv doubt, where it is impoſſible, that any thing 
can be ſayed : but in many families, even in 1. 4 


pariſh, I know, , ſomething . might. If peo 
2 ould only ſave what 27 x Sy at ale- 15 5 
or in W un neceſſary, ſomethin 1 
Lad by againſt a fit of fic neſs ! or (if God ould 
bleſs them with health) againſt old age. And 
E 12 pleaſure, think you, of ſott ing at an als. 
duſe cqual to this comfortable independence ? 
I know there are many who teaſon with them; 
Moes, that if they can maintain their families, 
While they are well, it is all they defire : when 
they are ſick, or old, the pariſh. is obliged to 
maintain them. It may be a perſon's misfor- 
tune to come to the pariſn: but when a man in 
the prime of his , reaſons in this way, 1 - 
dare take upon me to he is, at the bottom, 
an idle, 8 fellow: and his reaſon- 


ing is only an excuſe for drinking, or ſome other 


extravagance. In general, ſuch, people go on in 


a wgular progreſs to ruin. At firſt, they get 2 
love for liquor. They will fit E rack and_ 
nights in ale houſes. Ibey next get into debt. 
IF they have. farms to manage, their affairs go 
wrong. If they are labourers, their families want 
bread : their children ute half. ſtarved, and half- 


naked. 1 need not point out theſe people to [ 


du; they point out themſelves. , You fee them 
itcring/ about the pariſh, languid wretches; 
with faces ſodden, pale, and dropfical, the ob- 
"= equally of pity and TR Many, 
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no doubt, frequent ſotting houſes, who have 
not yet gone this length: but they are in the 
high way towards it: let them take care in time; 
' - Fherr ruin is coming on. There is noreal hap - 
pineſs, my "neighbours, you may depend upon 
u, in tack a lite as, this. However you may be 
inticeg by the pleaſures of idleneſs, and drink- 
ing, (Which laſt is gory the beginning of all 
miſchief) you may be aſſured, that all theſe things 
bring their bitter momems, not only at 1, but 
_ centinually; and that 3 can make a man 
'fo happy, as living in his Nation as he ooght, 
with honeſty, fobricty, induſtry and frupality. . 
No man can live happily, who lives at the will, 
and under the controul'of-others. "Theſe vittues. 
allow 2 man to live, independent of others, and 
in the manner he wiſhes to live himſelf,” 
Such was the life of our very reſpectable 
neighbour, whoſe remains lie before us. His 
Ration in life, you know, was only that of a 
common day-labourer : but, as fat as I could 
judge, he ſet juſt ſuch an example in that ſta- 
tion; and behaved exactly, as he ought to have 
done. He had that generous independent ſpirit, 
which I have been 'recommending to you, that 
icorned to live upon the labours of others; and 
- ſeemed to lay it down as a principle from the 
beginning of his ſite, to be ebliged, under God, 
only to his own labour. By this alone he bred 
up a large family, without receiving a fingle 
= farthing from the pariſh.” But this could not have 
= been done without great induſtry, and frugality. 
He worked hard ; he lived hard; denying him- 
ſelf every indulgence in eating and drinking, 
that he might not be a burthen to others 
Wen his family was off his hands, he thought, 
for the ſame reaſon, it was proper for bim, — 
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lay up a little for his old age. While he could, 

therefore he continued ſtill to work; and lived 
in the ſame hard manner; which was now be- 
come quite eaſy, and habitual to him. It pleaſed 
God to bleſs 2 labour; he laid up ſo much as 
maintained him, during his old age; and be 
has left ſomething behind him to be a comfort 
to his children, if they make a right uſe of it. 
He never could be ſaid to be wholly paſt his la- 
bour. Pill within a few weeks of his death, he 
57 day worked a little; and it became an agree - f 
a 


le amuſement to him. He had, all his life, 4 
| been uſed to laborious working. Many a time . * 
\ have heard him ſay, that, in general, labourers k 


| - now did not know what it was to work: and [ 
have heard others ſay, who knew him better than 
I did, that he would have done as much in one 
day, as many people do in tw. 
I have heard ſome of his, neighbours tax him 
with being a miſer, and covetous ; and ſay, that 
as he might have lived more comfortably. in 
his old age; his hard W be owing only 
to a covetous temper. e might, it is true, 
have lived more comfortably in his old age, as 
they may think, who accuſe. him—and who ate 
fonder of indilgence than he was: but he could 
not have lived more comfortably to himſelf, than 

| he did; and I am perſuaded no man had ever 
13 leſs of the miſer in his heart. But let me de- 
| fend the character of my good oid neighbour in 
this particular: let me ſhew you the difference 
between his temper, and that of a miſter. OY: 
A miſer hoards money for its awn ſake. He : 

does not conſider the uſe it is to anſwer; nor 
indeed puts it to any- uſe at all. Hoarding it up 

is all he has in view. He /aves money. You 
remember an "inſtance of a perſon, not many 
. 9 2 years 


8 oy 22 45 . 
8 years ag0, in this pariſh, -who expired graſping 
- is purſe, under his bed-clothes to his heart. 
_ Perhaps he meant td ſecure it, if he mould 
| recover: but it platnly appeared to be his firſt 
care; and if any ſhould charge bim with a love 
N * money, 1 ſhould not Know how to delend 
Wich covitetiluy; or a lere bf moneys there 
is often mixed—indeed, I believe, 9 
a little knavery. If he who over my does not 
Spenly cheat, he has many ways of praQtifing 
little undechand, dirty tricks, which an upri 185 | 
man would. hardly call Boneſt. I give you the 
bert fide of him, for the miſer is generally a 
very wicked character. The apoſtle indeed tells 
- Us, that the love of money is the root of all evil. 
Had our worthy,  deceafed © neighbour theſe 
figris of a'miſer 8K him 3 'As to is integrity, 
I dare take upon me to ſay, à more u upright,” ho- 
man never lived. Many diſhoneſt praQtices, 
have heard of in the aan La little Knaviſm 
tricks, 1 have ſeen, to take advantages, and get 
money: but 1 never heard of one ion in the 
whole, long life of our deceaſed neighbour, 
mat was not fair, and honeſt, and upright in the 
| higheſt degree : and 1 doubt not, but you can 
al” join "with me in bearing this teſtimony. 80 
far then you will allow, that nothing of the tem- 
per of a miſer yet Appears. How ould there ? 
2 was no foundation for it. He had no love 
"WEE For. money, merely for its own fake ; but as it 
might de the means of carrying him indepen- 
1 to the end of his life —and if he did not 
8 je it all, that i mig ht be of ſome - 
"title uſe to his family. 1 have 15 5 bim do 
_ what in his eircu aces wete even generous 
. Whers he thought it coe 10 TY 
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hte money, he ſpent it freely, He lived had! 
 * Indeed 7 but Whom did that hurt? It enabled 


him to do many a kind' thing : but nobody ever 
ſuffered from it but himſelf. It is not vine herd 


it is not /a1ing up money, that makes a man a 
miſer; but it is the intention, with which he 


lives hard it is the intention with which he lays 
up Money. Our late neighbour's intention was 
merely that of an independent ſpirit, which could 
not bear to be ſupported by other people's labour. 
He lived hard himſelf, leſt, if he had indulged 


 Hinaſelf, he ſhould afterwards have been obliged 
to live on the labours of others. And is there 


any ting in this like a love of money ? He had 
no love for money, that interfered,” I dare take 
upon me to ſay; with any one duty that belonged 
to his ſtation. How little he valued it for its 
own ſake, I had many oppStunities of ſeeing, as 
molt of his money pyalled through my hands. 
Some years ago, you temember his houſe was 
broken open ; he mentioned his loſs to me, not 
like a miſer ; but as far as his money was con- 
cerned, with chriſtian indifference. His chief 
diſtreſs was for thoſe, who had done the deed. 

To him, he ſaid, they had done little injury. 

By the blefling of God, he doubted not but he 


had enough to ſupport him, while he lived: and 


it was owing, I believe, * to his lenity, and 
ſcruples, than to the want of evidence, that the 

thieves were not convicted. So far from having 
any thing covetous about him, he appeared al- 


ways to be entirely diſengaged from all worldly 
thoughts 3 ſtrongly impreſſed with a ſenſe of re- 


ligion ; and ready to trave all behind him with 
the utmoſt indifference, and begin His great jour- 


ney to eternity at a moment's warning, when Y 


ever it ſhould pleaſe God to call him. He uſed. , + 


to 
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to talk of death, juſt as he would of one of the 
common events pt life; and left with me à few 


with as much indifference, as a farmer would 


is barn.” + 

Thus, through : 2 very long life he paſſed in- 
nocently, religiouſly, inoffenſively, and quietly 
to that grave, to which we now conſign him... 
Let me earneſtly exhort all you, who this day 
follow his Lorpſe thither, to follow alſo his exam - 
le—that, when it becomes your turn to be 
Wa dead into the church, your neighbours 
may point out your example, as tl ey may his, for 
others to follow ; and apply to you, as I hope 
we may with * apply to him, Well done, 
5 * an 77 ervant, g's haft been faithful over 
ingt, I will make thee ruler over * 

e, e thou into the Joy wed * Lerd. 
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directions about carrying his body to the grave, 


1 5 directions about carrying a load of corn to 
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